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It was good to see so many old friends, 
and quite a few more new ones, at this 
year’s NN Party. This is an opportunity for 
our disconnected army of volunteers to 
meet each other and exchange views and 
experiences, while having a good time to 
boot. With publication of The Fountain, 
the Town Council’s official newsletter, 
being reduced from four issues a year 
to three, Nailsworth News’s rôle in 
keeping townsfolk informed about what’s 

on, about people and places and events, 
becomes even more important. It’s vital 
that we keep the machine well lubricated 
to make sure it can fulfil that rôle – and 
the annual party at Egypt Mill is one way 
of doing just that, literally and figuratively. 
The team thank the volunteers for all 
their hard work; we hope you all enjoyed 
yourselves, and we look forward to 
gathering again next year.  
See more of Ed Yerburgh’s pictures on p. 9.

Nailstock
Nailstock 2009 isn’t going to happen. It’s partly down to money. 
The additional security measures agreed with the Council and the 
Police would have increased the cost of the event by almost 50%. 
The organizers felt that an entry charge would be helpful both to 
raise money and to exercise some control over who came. The 
Town Council, at the end of a series of Council meetings starting in 
September and culminating in December, narrowly decided that 
Nailstock 2009 could go ahead, but unanimously agreed that there 
could be no entry charge levied. Since the organisers did not feel 
they could have proceeded with any pre-arrangements until Council 
had approved the use of the KGV Field, they were now faced with 
substantially increased fund raising and a much restricted period for 
preparation. They felt they had no option but to abandon the project. 
Naturally they are disappointed. They had worked hard, and it 
appears successfully, since Nailstock 2008 on a series of adjustments to 
the form and scale of the programme to meet various concerns. This 
effort has received no recognition. Nailstock was not everyone’s cup 
of tea, but it was a genuine grass roots community enterprise, very 
popular with those who liked that sort of thing, and for six years has 
put Nailsworth on the map, sometimes overshadowing the Festival. 
Let’s hope the work done in 2008 can be put to use in Nailstock 2010.
� WSA PARTY TIME!
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Miscellany

Our Page 9 feature this month is a celebration of the 
100 or so volunteers who join forces to bring you the 
paper as a marvellous example of community spirit. 
A long-serving pair of willing helpers are ���‹�œ�����†�‡�Ž�Ž��and 
�
�‡�”�ƒ�Ž�†�‹�•�‡�����—�”�–�‹�•��of the Ed. Jones office, who have acted 
as postbox and treacle tin for advertisers. Much to their 
chagrin, corporate auditors have now forbidden them 
to receive payment on our behalf, no doubt for excellent 
corporate reasons. A special thank you to them for their 
contribution over the years, and another one to �
�ƒ�‹�Ž�����•�‹�–�Š��
of Shiny Goodness, who has agreed to take on the chore.

Ed. Jones is an American company, and we see another 
New World connection on p. 11. The day we heard of 
the article reproduced there, we received a reader’s 
letter from Jennifer (née Adshead) Macleod of Carmel, 
California. Jennifer’s mother lived at Hanover Gardens, 
she has a cousin in Nympsfield, and her friends Edie 
and Sam Karas had a house at Ball’s Green. Her reason 
for writing was to pass on the news of Edie’s death in 
November to readers who may have known her.

Although ���–�‡�’�Š�‡�•�����ƒ�”�Ž�‡�›��claims on p. 4 that foreign 
begins at Stroud, Jennifer’s letter shows how small the 
world really is.�   

�e missing bus shelter at Forest Green.
Along with other Forest Greeners I have stood in the rain, the 
snow, the cold and the bitter wind whilst waiting for the bus to 
go down into Nailsworth. So many passengers have asked me 
the question, ‘When are we going to get our bus shelter?’ The 
answer is that I don’t know and it’s not for lack of trying. The 
replacement shelter is the responsibility of Redrow, and Town 
Mayor Norman Kay is on the case. So who knows, it might be 
there for us to shelter from the sun!   
� Margaret Marshall fgra 
Tra�c measures
Following complaints from residents, Gloucestershire Highways 
have been looking at traffic problems in and around the 
Star Hill/Jubilee Road area. The complaints were specifically 
about drivers taking shortcuts at inappropriate speeds putting 
pedestrians in danger and running the risk of larger vehicles 
getting stuck in the narrow lanes and damaging properties. 
In early January, Highways wrote to residents on the two roads, 
together with those on Inchbrook Hill, Moffat Road and 
Northfield Road, to tell them about the results of their study. 
A fifth of traffic movements seemed to involve this type of 
journey, so they have decided to erect ‘build-outs’ in Star Hill and 
Jubilee Road on a trial basis, the idea being that these will work 
better than road closures. Build-outs will reduce the speed of 
cars and prevent large vehicles taking a wrong turn. Road signs 
will also be improved. The work is due to start in the Spring, and 
its effectiveness will be monitored over a six month period. 
Hopefully, they will also tell the satnav companies that direct 
traffic up Inchbrook Hill that their route planning is totally 
inappropriate.� DL

Nailsworth Health Partnership
For many years there have been local groups which provide a 
supportive linkage between the health practitioners and the 
communities they serve. Their objectives are always to improve 
the quality and availability of health services in the community. 
Some groups provide help for people to make hospital visits; help 
in getting to the surgery; groups represent their communities’ 
views in health consultations; they help surgeries in formulating 
their development plans; they raise funds to purchase equipment 
for the surgery. What a group is able to do depends on the needs 
of the community but also on who gets involved (it’s not just 
doctors and patients) and their willingness to give practical 
support to the group. It is not a one-size-fits all situation. 
Prices Mill Surgery, the Town Council and the Community 
Partnership believe we should explore the possibility of setting 
up our own group in Nailsworth. If you would be interested in 
becoming involved please call Colin Rudall (832929), Norman 
Kay (833458) or Bill Affleck (832619). There’s background 
information on www.napp.org.uk/publications.hmtl including 
their publication Moving Beyond Them and Us, which is available 
for download free of charge.� WSA

Making contact 
In this spot last issue, we published an all-stations alert for 
Jack Carter, who was needed to help a Somerset historian 
with his enquiries. Jack, of Dunkirk Mills, has kindly 
written to thank us for making the connection. He will 
soon be visiting Butleigh to learn about the Revel in which, 
according to photographs, his grandfather apparently played 
an Ancient Briton scantily clad in skins a century ago. 
Nailsworth News is of course happy to have been of service.� NB 


